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Activity -based teaching vs. PBL

Activity-based teaching PBL

Enjoyable; active, hands-on 

learning

Engaging (emotionally and 

intellectually); ñheads-onò

Focused on theme, concept, time 

period, novel, topic, culture, 

textbook chapter

Driving question, problem or 

challenge

ñwe do projectsò = curriculum add-

on (ñdessertò)

Project organizes curriculum and 

instruction (ñmain courseò)

Assessment = product Product and process

School world Real world



Essentials Elements of PBL

A project, in PBL:

V is organized around an open-endedDriving Question, problem,or challenge

V creates a need to knowessential content & skills

V requires inquiry to learn and/or create something new

V results in a publicly presented product or performance

V allows student voice & choice

V requires critical thinking, problem solving, collaboration and various forms of 
communication

www.bie.org



(Ï× )Ô "ÅÇÁÎȣ

¸Dr. Thom Markham

¸$ÅÓÉÇÎ ȰÄÒÉÖÉÎÇ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎȱ ÆÏÒ 0", ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔ

¸Relevant and engaging

¸Buck Institute for Education (BIE) model for 
project design

¸Vertically aligned feeder pattern

¸Academy concept







Lessons Learned

Ştudent buy-in

Ţeacher time management

I̧nclusion of  TEKS

Çlassroom management
ÅStudent contracts
ÅStudent time management

ÅPresentation preparation time



Additional PBL Projects

¸ Dr. Leta Durrett ɀCTE Director

¸Ȱ'ÏÉÎÇ 'ÒÅÅÎȱ

¸ RISD Summer PBL Design

¸.!3! ȰCrawl, Walk, Run, Fly!ȱ

¸ Rockwall-Heath High School CTE Department

¸Ȱ-Ù #ÏÍÐÕÔÅÒ 'ÕÙȱ

¸Ȱ3ÈÏ× -Å 4ÈÅ -ÏÎÅÙȱ

¸Ȱ4ÈÅ 4ÉÎ -ÁÎȱ

¸Ȱ-ÉÎÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ 2ÏÂÏÔÓȱ

¸Ȱ)ÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ "ÕÓÉÎÅÓÓ 0ÒÏÊÅÃÔȱ

¸Ȱ3ÃÏÒÅÂÏÁÒÄ 0ÒÏÊÅÃÔȱ


